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ROCKETS' RED GLARE

The Reno Philharmonic Makes Patriotic Original Work a Reality
September 14, 2014 marks the 200th
anniversary of Francis Scott Key’s poem
that became the country’s unifying force, its
national anthem — The Star-Spangled Banner.
The Reno Philharmonic Orchestra, under
the vision and leadership of music director
and conductor Laura Jackson, took on the
task of commissioning and performing an
original piece celebrating the anthem’s
bicentennial, combining a never-beforeheard work with the full orchestra and an
80-person chorus, plus an on-stage visual
display that together became an enthralling
patriotic tribute.
The premiere performance of Chesapeake:
Summer of 1814 was held on March 17 and
19 in Reno at the Pioneer Center for the
Performing Arts. The multi-media concert
met all expectations, as seen on the faces of
the attendees.
"The feedback we've received has been
overwhelming," Jackson said. "When we first
set out on this project, more than two years
ago, we knew that we wanted to celebrate
our national anthem in a way that had
meaning for people of any political persuasion.
No one could have anticipated, however, how
deeply moving the performance would be for
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so many of our listeners. It was enormously
satisfying to see a brand new work have such
an extraordinary and powerful impact."
Tim Young, executive director of the
Reno Philharmonic Association, quickly
became an advocate of Jackson’s vision and
worked alongside Jackson in developing the
production and engaging composer Michael
Gandolfi and visual artist Anne Patterson.
“When Laura brought the idea to us we
knew it would play a role in raising our level
of excellence and national outreach,” Young
said. “Working on this has been a oncein-a-lifetime experience. Now that we’ve
premiered the commission, we’re eager to
share it, and its story. Our hope is that in
the coming year orchestras throughout the
country will be performing the piece that was
created and premiered here in Reno.”
As a result of the collaboration between
Jackson, Gandolfi and Patterson, the
presentation goes beyond the symphonic
performance, integrating a multi-media fabric
with a powerful choral element. For the Reno
Philharmonic Association, the largest and
most prominent performing arts organization
in northern Nevada, it was about making a big
statement — one that has relevance to every

person with their feet on American soil.
What’s next for the Reno Philharmonic
and this original piece? To make it available to
the masses of course — to other performing
arts organizations, choruses and schools
nationwide.
Our orchestra created this piece to be
a celebration and to be shared beyond the
over 60,000 concert-goers we perform for
annually," Young said. "We want the country
to rejoice with us and share in the inspiration
that this provides. It truly is an honor and
privilege."

provided by THE Reno Philharmonic Association

Top: The Reno Philharmonic Orchestra; Music Director
Laura Jackson; Bottom: Composer Michael Gandolfi and art
director/designer Anne Patterson.

3/26/13 1:17 PM

