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Michael Gandolfi’s earliest musical involvement was in rock and jazz improvisation 
beginning at age eight as a self-taught guitarist. As his improvisational skills developed 
he became increasingly interested in music composition and began formal study in 
his early teens. He received the B.M. and M.M. degrees in composition from the New 
England Conservatory of Music, as well as fellowships for study at the Yale Summer 
School of Music and Art, the Composers Conference, and the Tanglewood Music 
Center. He’s currently chair of the Composition Department at the New England 
Conservatory of Music.

Mr. Gandolfi is the recipient of numerous awards including commissions and grants 
from the Fromm, Koussevitzky, and Guggenheim foundations. His music has been 
performed by many leading ensembles including the Boston Symphony Orchestra, 
the San Francisco Symphony Orchestra, the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, the Los 
Angeles Chamber Orchestra and the BBC Symphony Orchestra. Recent highlights 
include the premiere of Q.E.D.: Engaging Richard Feynman and The Garden 
of Cosmic Speculation by the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra in 2010 and 2007, 
respectively; Geppetto’s Workshop by the New England Conservatory of Music; and the 2009 Grammy nomination of The Garden 
of Cosmic Speculation for Best Contemporary Classical Composition. His work Night Train to Perugia had its world premiere with 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 2012.

Anne Patterson has worked in set and costume design for the past 27 years. She 
received a B.A. in architecture from Yale University and continued her education with 
an M.F.A. in set and costume design at Slade School of Art in London. Ms. Patterson 
has gone on to produce incredibly varied works; from technologically advanced 
performances such as Mercury Soul at New World Symphony to the tradition of 
classical musical theatre in productions of Cabaret and The Light in the Piazza. Utilizing 
scenic, lighting, and projection design, Anne is transforming the typical classical 
concert viewing into a multi-sensory experience.

Her work for television has appeared on Saturday Night Live, HBO, and PBS. She 
has worked with many of the most prestigious orchestras in the country, including the 
San Francisco Symphony, the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Atlanta Symphony, and the 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra. The Atlanta Journal Constitution remarked, “Patterson’s 
visual additions were at once properly subdued and brilliant, elevating music and text 
into a complete and enveloping sensory experience.” Additional highlights of Anne’s 
work include 14 operas for the Aspen Opera Theater Center and exhibitions of her 
paintings and sculptures at the Marmara Gallery and Wallspace in New York City. Current projects include a position as artist-in-
residence at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco for 2013.

Her work has appeared at both Avery Fisher and Alice Tully Hall at Lincoln Center, as well as other New York spaces, while her 
paintings and sculptures have been exhibited internationally.

Michael Gandolfi, Composer-in-Residence

Anne Patterson, Direction and Design
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